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DisclosuresDisclosures

I am the founder & CEO of I am the founder & CEO of Libre PathologyLibre Pathology. . 

Libre Pathology ( librepathology.org )Libre Pathology ( librepathology.org ),,  formerlyformerly Online  Online 
Pathology ( onlinepathology.org )Pathology ( onlinepathology.org ), is a wiki-based , is a wiki-based 
open access pathology knowledge base without open access pathology knowledge base without 
advertisements and without commercial sponsorship. advertisements and without commercial sponsorship. 
It is licensed with a creative commons license. It is licensed with a creative commons license. 

Bottom line: There is no direct personal financial gain. Bottom line: There is no direct personal financial gain. 
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OverviewOverview

Pathology information dissemination.Pathology information dissemination.

What is a wiki?What is a wiki?

Librepathology.orgLibrepathology.org..

Discussion.Discussion.

St. John's, NL
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Dissemination of Pathology Dissemination of Pathology 
InformationInformation

Textbooks are still Textbooks are still 
considered the standard considered the standard 
secondary source.secondary source.

Web resources: Web resources: 
– Uncommonly link internally.Uncommonly link internally.
– Rarely interlink.Rarely interlink.
– Infrequently have powerful Infrequently have powerful 

search capabilities.search capabilities.
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Wiki is “quick” or “fast”Wiki is “quick” or “fast”

Websites that are quickly editable.Websites that are quickly editable.

A tool used to create and manage content.A tool used to create and manage content.
– Open editorship or closed editorship.Open editorship or closed editorship.
– Private/limited access or public.Private/limited access or public.
– Multitude of wiki software, e.g. MediaWiki, Multitude of wiki software, e.g. MediaWiki, 

PBworks.PBworks.
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Wikipedia - wide reachWikipedia - wide reach

http://stats.grok.se/

~60,000 hits/month for “pathology”
~65,000 hits/month for “prostate cancer”
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Wikis can have a wide reachWikis can have a wide reach
Wikipedia is so big it is seen as a tool to educate the public Wikipedia is so big it is seen as a tool to educate the public 
about health issues, as it is often used as a source of about health issues, as it is often used as a source of 
medical information by the public.medical information by the public.

Wikipedia is often used as a source of medical information Wikipedia is often used as a source of medical information 
by physicians.by physicians.

~ 70% of junior physicians use WP [Hughes et al.]~ 70% of junior physicians use WP [Hughes et al.]

~ 50% of physicians use WP [Comer]. ~ 50% of physicians use WP [Comer]. 
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Librepathology.org - BeginningsLibrepathology.org - Beginnings

A wiki started in 2010 to collect nuggets of A wiki started in 2010 to collect nuggets of 
wisdom wisdom andand find them when I need them. find them when I need them.

Initially used to study for exams & link to images Initially used to study for exams & link to images 
(Wikipedia uploads, others).(Wikipedia uploads, others).

Evolved into notes on things I've seen, things I Evolved into notes on things I've seen, things I 
have read about and how to approach cases.have read about and how to approach cases.      
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Overview – Why Libre Pathology?Overview – Why Libre Pathology?
Comprehensive pathology content.Comprehensive pathology content.

Pathology images – large number.Pathology images – large number.

Fully searchable.Fully searchable.

Summary boxes & sign out reference.Summary boxes & sign out reference.

External linking/references.External linking/references.

Data organization – changeable views.Data organization – changeable views.

Update-able & edit-able.Update-able & edit-able.

Community participation. Community participation. 



10

Comprehensive pathology contentComprehensive pathology content
All common things, most uncommon things and many rare 

things are found - over 1250 diagnoses covered!
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2000+ quality pathology images2000+ quality pathology images
Often with low and high magnification views, some gross images 
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Strong search capabilityStrong search capability
Search box on every page.
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  Searching - alternate terms linked & Searching - alternate terms linked & 
similar ones disambiguatedsimilar ones disambiguated

”Redirects” of synonyms simplify searches. 

“Disambiguate” similar names. 
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Diagnosis summary & Sign out referenceDiagnosis summary & Sign out reference
Designed for quick reference
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External resources - speedyExternal resources - speedy
If you want more info or images... you'll usually find links!

CLICK CLICK External links box
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Data organization  Data organization  
 System-based, organ-based, morphological.

CLICK
NEXT SLIDE
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Data Organization – long listsData Organization – long lists
“Smart” tables in a long morphologic differential diagnosis.

CLICK

CLICK
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Data organization - trees with linksData organization - trees with links
Approaches to problems – quick access to detail knowledge
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The details of all edits are kept (1) who changed it, (2) what 
was changed, (3) when it was done.

Community updates & review and discussionCommunity updates & review and discussion

CLICK

CLICK
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Virtual case simulatorVirtual case simulator
Formerly “Onlinepathology.org”Formerly “Onlinepathology.org”

Objectives:

• Learning/continuing medical 
education.

• Maintenance of competence.

• Share interesting cases.

Designed to reproduce the 
decision-making in 
anatomical pathology.

Virtual ordering of stains, IHC 
molecular tests – with 
instant results.

Currently ~ 75 cases. 
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Virtual case simulatorVirtual case simulator
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Virtual case simulatorVirtual case simulator
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Virtual case simulatorVirtual case simulator
Cases organized by system and difficulty.

CLICK

Do cases at your level!

Target audience: 

• General pathologists/community 
pathologists.

• Residents (junior & senior).

• Fellowship trained pathologists 
looking at their subspecialty. 
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Libre Pathology – today & beyondLibre Pathology – today & beyond

• Librepathology.org – today.

• Current site objectives.

• Raising awareness.

• Getting involved.

• Vision.

• Discussion.
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Librepathology.org - TodayLibrepathology.org - Today
• 1200+ content pages (over 5400 pages).

• 1250+ unique diagnoses.

• 1000s of references with external links.

• Over 500 pathology pages have at least 
one pathology image.

• Over 2000 pathology images.

• 75 interactive virtual cases.

• Creative Commons license.

• Links to external images.

• Mobile device/smart phone friendly view.  

• Information/diagnosis summary boxes.
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Current site objectivesCurrent site objectives
• Excellent free (ergo “libre”) 

secondary source (no original 
research).

• Further evidence-based medicine.

• Inclusive (community & academia) 
with flat hierarchy.

• Neutral point of view - significant 
minority views welcome (e.g. WHO 
vs. EIN system).

• Readable/“consume-able” by an 
“educated” general audience. 
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Raising awarenessRaising awareness
““Open access” the site. (July)Open access” the site. (July)

Present at Informatics Group at CAP meeting in Present at Informatics Group at CAP meeting in 
Toronto (Today).Toronto (Today).

Platform presentation at the CAP meeting – on the Platform presentation at the CAP meeting – on the 
virtual case simulator (Monday).virtual case simulator (Monday).

Add grossing guide for Genitourinary specimens Add grossing guide for Genitourinary specimens 
(August/September).(August/September).
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Getting involvedGetting involved

Try it out – if you have used Wikipedia: the skills are Try it out – if you have used Wikipedia: the skills are 
transferable. transferable. 

Spread the word.Spread the word.

Send me an email (Send me an email (michael@librepathology.orgmichael@librepathology.org) with ) with 
suggestions.suggestions.

Try editing – I can set you up in a minute.Try editing – I can set you up in a minute.

Vampire recruitment (planned).Vampire recruitment (planned).
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Make up-to-date easy-to-access pathology Make up-to-date easy-to-access pathology 
information freely available to all that are information freely available to all that are 
interested … all you need is an internet interested … all you need is an internet 
connection!connection!

Long term visionLong term vision

Rocky Harbour, NL
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Questions?Questions?

http://librepathology.orghttp://librepathology.org
michael@librepathology.orgmichael@librepathology.org

http://librepathology.org/
mailto:michael@librepathology.org

